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' DESCRIPTION 
PRESBYTERIAN: 


2 Exemplify'd in his Character 
Humbly Addreſs d to thoſe Gentlemen, 


That by the 


IMPUTATION 


OF'THE 


HIGH CHURCH 


Are lately Added to that 
FAMOUS PARTY. 


But we Deſire to hear of tl ee, what thou thinkeſt : for as 
concerning this Sect, we know it 15 every where ſpoken 


againſt. Acts. 28. 22+ 


— En quo diſcordia Cives | 
Perduxit miſcros — irg. 
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THE 


DESCRIPTION 


OF A 


TERIAN, &Cc. 


Entlemen! You ſee whither you are brought at laſt. 


PRESBY 
Strange and unexpected Converſion! Who would 


( have thought, that ſo many Perſons of Honour, 
and Eminent Quality, lately as valuable Sons of the Church 


as any of their High-flown Brethren, ſhou'd now be rank d 
among the Presbyrerians ! But lift up your Heads Gentle- 
men, and be not aſham'd of your New Name; eſpecially, | 
when it is aſſign'd you by thoſe Authentick God-Fathers, 
the Canonical Clergy and Dignitaries of the Church. What | 
tho? the Name be lately made Odious! and be employ'd as 
Equivalent to Schiſmatick, FaQious, Republican, Enemy to | 
Church and State; yet the Conſciouſneſs of your own Inno- 
cence will be in ſome meaſure your ſupport; and will let 
you ſee, how injurouſly and unjuſtly thoſe Names are, or 
may be, caſt upon your Innocent Neighbours; and how lit» 
; tle ſome Mens Tongues or Pens are to be reckon'd as any 
Slander, Beſides, you have very Famous Predeceſſors upon 
the ſame Roll, or upon that of Puritan, which is but Prede- 
ceſſor or Anceſtor to the Presbyterians. Perhaps you will find i 
ſome of the moſt Grave, Religious, Venerable Metropoli- * 
tans and Prelates, ſuch as Parker and Grindal, (that Perfidi- ö 
ous Prelate, ſays the late High- Church Champion; which 
muſt intimate that Arch- Biſhop to be a Patron of Puritans) 
Abbot, Davenant, Hall, Uſher, and down from Arch-Biſhop 
Cranmer to the preſent primate of all England, to beenroll'd 
in the ſame Catalogue. And who wou'd be aſham'd of ſuch 
” .xcellent Company ! When they have beſtow'd the moſt | 
1 tous of their Biſhops and Doctors upon us, they may retain 4 
the Reſt, without our Envy, to themſelves, if they pleaſe. 
Are you then arrived into the Presbyterian Name and Repu» - 
| A 2 tation, 


[23 


tation, and will ye not take it ill, if we refuſe to let you 
into an acquaintance with us, and with the Myſteries of 
our Sect and Religion; you have been long ſtrangers to us; 
and it can't be expected, that you ſhould be ſuddealy illu- 
minated, and furniſt'd with a clear Proſpect of our Faith 
and Devotion. We are a Company, you know, every 
where ſpoken againſt; your former Leaders have continu- 
ally aimed to caſt a miſt before your Eyes, that we might 
not be known or underſtood ; nor, perhaps did ſome of us 
eaſily or ſoon become what we are. But what we are in 
Principle and Profeſſion, it is meet you ſnou'd know; That 
if, upoa Coaverlation with us, and our Seatimeats, you 
like us not, you may Return to the Church, out of which 
you have been voted, if ſhe will Receive you. We will en- 
deavour therefore to Delineate theſe Presbyterians before 


you. Ard ſo, we will begin with their Name. The Name 


Presbyteriau is drawn from the Name Pre:byter, ſignifying 
an Eller; and they ſeem to be call'd Presbyterians, becauſe 
their Writers in Church Controverſies,are won't to argue 
and plead, that the noted Presbyters or Elders of the 
Churches, inthe new Teſtament, are but the ſame Order 
or Office, with the Biſhops meation'd there; as on the other 
Hand, they that plead that the Biſhops mention'd there, 
were a Diſtinct and Superiour Order an] Office, to the no- 
ted Presbyters or Elders there, are uſually call'd Epiſcopa!, So 
that I hope Gentlemen the name will carry no great Harm 
in it, when you ſhall have weighed the Scriptures that inti- 
mate their Equality aud Identity; and ſhall alſo have con- 
ſidered what the Famous Jewell, Biſhop of Sal:5bury (who 
may alſo almoſt paſs for one of your Predeceſlors) ſays to 


his Popiſh Adverſary, Mr. Harding; But what meant Mr. 


Harding here to come in with the Difference between Prieſts, (i. 
e. Presby ters) and Biſhops? Thinketh he that Prieſts and Biſi ops 
hold only (i. e. as to their Original) on Tradition? Or is it ſo 
horrible an Hereſy, as he maketh it, to jay, That by the Scriptures 
of God a Biſhop and a Prieſt are all one? Or knoweth he, how 
far, and unto whom he reacheth the Name of an Heretick ? (And 
we may ſay the Name of a Schiſmatick.} 

Verity Chryſoltom faith, Inter Epiſcopum & Presbyterum in- 
tereſt mne nihil. Het teen a Biſhop and a Prieſt, in a manner 


1, ere 45 no d jjereices d. lac om ſaith ſomewhat in rougher Sort, 
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Audio quendam in tant am erupiſſe vecordiam ut Diaconos Presby 
teris, id eſt, Epiſcopis antiſerret ;C'im Apoſtolus perſpicue doceary 
Presbyteros eoſdem eſſe quos Epiſcopos. I hear ſay, there is one be- 
come ſo peeviſh, that he ſetteth Deacons before Prieſts, that is 


to ſay, before Biſhops ;, whereas the Apoſtl: plainly Teacheth us, 
That Prieſts and Biſhops be all one. 

St. Auguſtine ſaith, Quid eſt Epiſcopus, niſi Primus Presbyter, 
hoc eſt, ſummus Sacerdos ? What is a Biſhop, but the firſt Prieſt, 
that is to ſay, the Higheſt Prieſt ? So ſays S. Ambroſe, Epiſcopi 
& Presbyteri una Ordinatio eſt, uterq; enim Sacerdos eſt; ſed 
Epiſcopus Primus eſt, There is but one Conſecration of Prieſt and 
Biſhop. For both of them are Prieſts. But the Biſhop is the Firſt. 

All theſe and other more Holy Fathers together with S. Paul 
the Apoſtle, for thus ſaying according to Mr. Hardings Advice, 
muſt be holden for Hereticks. Jewell's Apol. Part 2. p. 202. 
And if we ſhou'd gain all theſe for Presbyterian (for Presbyte- 
rians do not Refuſe a Primacy or Precedency among the El- 
ders)according to the Etymology and Reaſon of the Name, 
we need not be afraid or aſhim'd to march under the ſha- 
dow of it. From the Name paſs we to the Bearers of itz aud 
let us Seriouſly Conſider what and who thoſe Presbyterians 
are, that make ſuch a noiſe in the Land, and to whom, by 
your former Brethren, you are ſo kindly Remitted.Will you 
pleaſe to know then that theſe Presbyterians, according to 
their Confeſſions, Principles, and Practices (as agreeable to 
their Principles, as thofe of moſt Parties are to Theirs, in 
this Day of Common Degeneracy, in which there are Faults 
in All) are ſuch as Theſe, 

1. 4 hey believe, that there is one Eternal,Slorious God, 
the Maker of Heaven and Earth, the Wiſe and Holy Go- 
vernour of the World, in and by Legiſlation, Judgment and 
Execution. Herein they are Diſtinguiſhed from thoſe thar 
are commonly call'd Atheiſts; it there be any ſuch in the 
Deliberate Perſwaſion and Sentiment of their Minds. 

2. They Believe, that, con ſidering the uncertainty, Dark- 
neſs and Diviſion of the World, about many important Ar- 
ticles, relating to Mans ultimate Happiaels,it is needful aud 
Expedient, that this Governour of the World ſhou'd afford 
ſome Superiour Revelation of his Will and the way to Hap: 


pineſs, than what our Natural Mind and Light will diſco- 


ver; 


(6) 
ver; that ſo Man may more ſteadily and aſſuredly be gui- 
ded to his higheſt Felicity. 

3. Finding a Book in the World, call'd the BIBLE, con- 
taining in it a Doctrine moſt Spiritual, Myſterious and Sub- 
lime; Pure, Purifying and Holy; wonderfully Calculated 
for the Glory of God, the Good of the World, the Honour, 
Dignity and advancement of Man; Penn'd by Holy Men 
(that breath Sincerity, Wiſdom and Love to God and Man) 
confirm'd by Open, Frequent, Invincible Miracles, they 
can't but acknowledge, that That Book is of God ; that it 
contains the kind and wiſe Diſcoveries of God, to Conduct 
his Creature, Man, to his ultimate Perfection. Hereby; and 


by the former, they are Diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that are 


— properly call'd Theiſts or Deiſts; as alſo all Anti- Scrip- 
turiſts. 
4. They Believe, that That Jeſus Chriſt,ſo copiouſly De- 
ſer bed, and Declared in the Writings of the New-Teſt ament 
is that Great Meſſias, that was promiſed to the Church of 
the Old-Teſtament,the moſt Excellent( and indeed in his way 
the only)High-Prieft,Prophet and King of the Church; the 
moſt Glorious Miniſter and Repreſentative of the Bleſſed 
God. Herein they are Diſtinguiſhed from Fews and Mahome- 
tan. | * 
5. They Believe and Receive the Doctrine of the Three 
famous Creeds, uſually call'd, the Apoſtle*s, the Nicene and 
the Athanaſian. Whereby they are Diſtinguiſhed from Di- 
verſe Seats and Opinioniſts, call'd A4rrian, Socini an, Sabellian 

6, They receive Thirty Six ( unleſs, bating perhaps one 
ſmall Clauſe) of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of 
England. And if they heſitate about either the Senſe, or 
the Truth of Two or Three of thoſe Articles, penn'd ſo 
long ago, can that be any wonder or any great Fault,while 
the things heſitated about, are not pleaded to be Funda- 
mezatal to Chriſtianity ? And hereby they ſhou'd ſeem to 
uni te far with the Church; and to be Diſtinguiſhed much 
fror n Papiſts, Sidf-puſtictaries, and Remonſtrants, whom the 
Ant ient Church intended to Exclude, | 

7. They Eſteem and Value the firſt Day of the Week as 
the JLords-Day, appointed by Him for Commemoration of 
his I teſurrection and Redemption; which therefore they 
deſit e to addict to and Employ in ſuch Religious Services, 
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as will Glorify their God and Redeemer, and tend to their 53 


own improvement in Divine Knowledge and Piety, And: 
hereby they are Diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that either ad- 
mit no Sabbath at all, or thoſe that are call'd Sabbat arians, 
as chooſing the Old Saturday-Sabbath. 

8. They Believe, that the Perſons of the Pious are more 


nearly and happily Related unto God and Chriſt, than o- 


thers are; and not they only, but their Off- ſpring likewiſe; 
and that in Virtue of ſuch Relation, with intimations of 
Mercy in the Divine Covenant; ſuch Off- ſpring is to be 
preſented unto God and his Favour, in and by the Seal of 
the Covenant, the Solemaity of Baptiſm, Whereby they 
are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of their Neighbours they uſu- 
ally call, Anabaptsſts. 

9. They Believe, that Chriſtian Religion is worthy and 
ought to be maiatain'd and propagated in the World; that 
this can be beſt done by thoſe that are ſtatedly ſeparate 
for ſuch ſacred Function; competently fitted, and Solemn- 
ly obliged to attend on that holy Employ. That their is 
need ful therefore, and Divinely Appointed ſuch an Office 
in and about Religion, as is ordinarily call'd the Miniſtry. 
And herein they may be Diſtinguiſhed now-a-days from 
many, and perhaps from ſome of your ſelves alſo, who may 
incline to reckon that Office nothing but Prieſtcraft. 

10, They Humbly ſuppoſe, that Chriſtianity Shines beſt 
by its own Light; that its Worſhip was deſign'd to be pure 
plain, unaffected, Spiritual; that it ſhou'd be Repreſented 
and manag'd therefore, as near as may be ( tho' Gravely 
and Solemnly, yet) without thoſe Additions of our Fanſied 
Ornaments and Embelliſhnents, that are neither neceſſary 
to the Decency of the Service, nor to the Edification of its 
Profeſſors. And that, becauſe, 1. The Power to add ſuch 
ſuppos'd Ornaments and Embelliſhments,ſeems to be of ill 
Conſequence; and of ſuch Extent, as may ſoon alter the 
Face of Chriſtian Worſhip, from what it was, when the 
Commiſiion'd Ordainers of it left it. 2. It will occaſion great 
conteſt, where that Power is lodg'd. 3. The Exerciſe of 
ſuch a pretended Power has caus'd ſad Deformation of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, in the Churches; and eſpecially in the 
Papacy. 4. Such-Additions uſually cauſe Rents and Diviſi- 


ons in the Church. For how can Men's Conſciences be Sub- 


jected 
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jected to all the Appointments of others;as fallible as them 


ſelves? 5. It will ſcarce be agreed, when ſuch Additions are 


enough, and where they ſhall End. 6. Such a Pretended 
Power occaſions Atheiſts and Theiſts to call our Religion in 
Queſt ion, and to lay it under the vile Imputation ot Sham, 
Trick, Gullery and Prieſtcraft. 7. May it not ſufficiently 
appear that all Eccleſiaſtical Power now is Miniſterial on- 
Iy: Such, as is only to take care of the prudent, Faithful 
Execution of the Saviour*s Commands! 

11; They ſee and Lament the Corruptions of the Chri- 


ſtian World, in Doctrine, Diſciplinegand Life. But acknow- 


ledge, that, ſo far as they can Learn, they take the Refor- 
med Churches, to be the pureſt Part of the Catholick 
Church: and judge, that Chriſtianity (in its Doctrine, 
Worſhip and Government) is moſt miſerably obſcur'd, de- 
praved, adulterated in the Church or Synagogue of Rome. 

2. They Deſire to Bleſs Divine Providence and Good- 


neſs for the Reformation ſo happily begun and proſpered 


in this our Native Land; and Judge that the Supremacy 


here Claim'd and Exercis'd by the Biſhop ( or Prince) of 


Rome, was highly Injurious to the Prerogative of theCrown 
and Property of the Subjects. And ſo they were won't to 
take the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy to our own 
Monarchs. 

13. They like and approve Monarchy as the moſt Noble 
Mode of Government; They highly admire that Mode of 
Monarchy that has been by our Anceſtors, ſo wiſely ſtated 
and Eſtabliſhed in this Realm; as being ſo well adapted to 
the Genius of the Natives of the Land, and to the great and 
uſeful Ends of Government, aud ſo well ſecuring the Pre- 
rogative of the Monarch, the Dignities of the Nobles and 
Properties of the Commons. Whereby they hope they are 
Diſtinguiſhed from the Antimonarchical and Republicans, 

14+ They own themſclves obliged to concur to the ſup- 
port of the Government{in Peace and in War)under which 
they live; and accordingly have been always ready to pay 
the Taxes, Cuſtoms, Duties, that the Legiſlature thinks 
meet at any time to lay upon the Subjects. And perhaps, 
throughout this long War, none have been more ready to 
contribute their ſhares(however ſtrait their Circumſtances 
may be og other Accounts) to the common Expenſe, than 
they. 15. They 
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ty. They judge it their Duty to pay to Governours and 
Superiors all that Civil Honour Deference and Reſpect, that 
the Laws, Cuſtoms, and Commoncuſ:ges of the Country do 
aſſign them; and that, in putting off their Hats, ſtanding 
Bare, Bowing and (to their Sovereigu) Kneeling; as alſo 
in taking an Oath to atteſt their Loyalty, or to end Con- 
troverſies in their Courts of judicature, Whereby it is 
known that they are Diſtinguiſhed from ſuch of their 
Neighbours as are uſually call}d Quakers. 

16. They bear unfeigned Allegiauce to the King's moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty: Coatinually making mention of Him in 
their Prayers; Bleſſing Divine Good aueſs for the manifold Be- 
nefits and Bleſſings they have Receiv'd by, and under His 
Majeſty's Wiſe and Proſperous Adminiſtration. 

15. They Humbly admire and coagratulate the Happy 
wiſdom and care of theLegiſlature in ſecuring ourReligion, 
Laws and Welfare, by ſcaſonable Enacting andEſtabliſhing 
a Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Crown and Government. 

18. They Humbly Thank the Legiſlature, or Legiſlative 
Powers, of this Realm, that were pleas'd to vouchſafe them 
the Leave and Liberty of Publick Worſhipping of God, ac» 
cording to the Dictates of their own Judgmeats, in Ex- 
empting them from the Penalties of Diverſe Laws made or 
turn'd againſt them. The Rigorous Execution of which our 
Parliament had found and Voted to be Enccuraging to Po- 
pery and injurious to our Common Religion, 

19. They Reſpect the Autharity and Laws, by which 

the Publick Temples or Churches, with their Buildings, 
Glebe and Tithes are diſpoſed of to the Canonical Clergy 
of the Church of England. And they are always willing 
(without Diſparagement to any be it ſpoken) as any of 
their Neighbours, to pay their Tithnes and Dues to the 
Clergy. Aud they ſuppoſe, That did not they ſometimes in 
their Voluntary Contributions give as much as their 
Church-Neighbours, towards the Eacouragement of their 
Clergy, their Annuities ia many places-would be lower 
than they are. 
20. They judge it their Duty to cultivate and maintain 
Peace and Union, and Love with all Chriſtiaus; particu- 
larly with all; Froteſtants / as far as they can; to:Live Peace- 
ably with all, and to n the Weltare of theii Enemies. 
6! There 
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Theſe (Gentlemen) are the horrid things commonly 
calPd Presbyterians ; againſt whom you have heard, ſo many 
frightful accuſations and invectives from the Pulpit, and 
ſeen em from the Preſs; among which, I can't queſtion 
there lies one ſtill inviacibly upon your minds, as a ſtrong 
prejadice againſt your new Name, as an uncontroulable 
ContradiQion to the 13th Article of this Deſcription. For 
if theſe Presbyterian thus admire and approve our Monar- 
chy, as is there pretended, how came they to overthrow it, 
and to hring one of our Excellent Monarchs to a moſt 
Tragical End ? | | 

The Concluſion of that Illuſtrious Prince is a fad ftory 
indeed, Gentlemen. I have ſcarce heart to look into it. 
But what if the horrid fact be continually charged upon the 
Innocent, or thoſe that were leaſt Guilty in the Nation! 
How will you forgive their Accuſers, and thoſe that have 
long bubbled you with Fable and Falſehood! Or what if 
the Accuſers themſelves or their Anceſtors were more 
Guilty, the fight and ſound of which they wou'd Divert by 
their noiſy Declamations. - Frighted Guilt is woat to be 
Clamorous, while Innocence is {till and ſilent. Tis not here 
Room to look into the Hiſtory and Tranſactions of thoſe 
unhappy Times; only take ſome hints in ſhort, that may a 
little wipe off this ſtain from the injur'd Presbyterians. 

As 1. What if the Numbers and Circumſtances of thofe 
that ſtaid in England, under Laud's Miniſtration were re- 
duc'd ſo low and deſpicable, that it was as much beyond 
their Power, as beſide their Will, to attempt any Wars and 
Commotions here? 2. What if there were not Six Presbyte- 
rians in that Parliament that took upA rms in their ownDe- 
fenceſ as they ſaid)? 3 What, if the moſt Presbyterian Part, 
afterwards carry d it by a great Majority, That the Anſwers 
of the King to the Propoſitions of both Houſes were a ground for the 
Heuſes to proceed upon for the Settlement of the Peace of the Ring- 
dom? 4. What if the Soldiery cou'd not carry their Deſigns, 
till they had Excluded an Hundred and Fifty Members or 
more, that were then the moſt inclinable to the Presbyt eri- 

ans? 5. What if the Solemn League and Covenant, brought 
in by the Scots were the King's greateſt Security, and the 
greateſt Bar the Soldiers met with to theirDeſigns? 6, What 


(ig 


\ 


EE 2x a a ain — =. oo ww to ay bi, mee bs wm, > ft Ga tm ih 2% 


— — 


(611% 


(in great Danger to themſelves) againſt all attempts offer d 


againſt the King's Life? 7, What if a Company of thoſe 


Preibyterians, in and about London, tothe Number of Forty 


Seven met together, drew up a Repreſentation, and pre- 


54 ſented it by ſome of the Subſcribers,to the General Fairſax, 


wherein they plainly remonſtrate to their Proceedings and 
tell him and the Councel of War, That they had eng ag d them- 


ſelves by Oath to preſerve his Majeſty's Perſon and priviledges of 


Parliament? This was Delivered January 18. 1648. 8. What 
if theſe Presbyterian Miniſters Publiſh'd another Paper, ſub- 
ſcrib'd by above Fifty of them (the Names I have by me, 
but do not ſtay to count ?em )wherein they Praclaim them» 
ſelves bound in Duty to God, Religion, the King, Parlia- 
ment and the Kingdom, to Profeſs before God, Angels and Men 
thus, That we verily believe, that which is ſo much feared tobe now 
in Agitation, the taking away the Liſe of the King in the preſent 
way of Tryal,is,not only not agreeable to theWord of God, the Prin- 
ciples of theProteſt ant Rel gion(never yet ſtainꝰd with the leaſt drop 
of the Blood of a. King or the Fundamental Conſtitution and Gov- 
ernment of this Kingdom: but contrary to them, as alſo.to the Oath 
of Allegiance; the Proteſt ation of May 5. 1641. and the Solemn 
League andCovenant,from all waich,or any of Moich Engagements, 
we know not any Power on Earth able to abſolve us or others? Wha 
cou'd they do or ſay more? 9. What if the Arch-Biſhop of 
York was a General ia the Parliament-Army, and many Pres- 
byterians in the Rings! One of whom(viz.Mr. Martin of Wee 
don )loſt an Arm in his Majeſty's Scrvic<;nor was the other 
afterward | pardoned, but laid in Jail for Non-Conformity. 
10. What if the Scotch Commiſſioners copiouſly pleaded a- 
gainſt all attempts upon his Wajeſty's Life: Arguing the 
Contract betwixt them and the Engi:ſh,that no Hurt ſhould 
be done to his Myjeſty's Perſon? Aud yet cou'd not prevail, 
but wou'd be gone, leſt by their preſence they ſhou'd ſeem 
ro Countenauce the Fact, 11. Where were all the High- 
Church of the Natior, that ſo little was ſaid or done by 
them to prevent a Fact, they had been abominating ever 
ſince the Reſtoration? Had they loſt their Principles? Or did 
they trim and trick to an occaſional Conformity! Had not 
Dr. Seamam( a Presbyteri an) ſome Reaſon, do ye think toPreach 
to them from David's Words to the Servants( or Guards )of 
King Saul, A, the Lord liveth, ye are worthy to die, becauſe ye 
| | 32 bave 
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have not kept your Maſter,the Lords Anointed, 1.8am.26.16. 12. 
Did you ever hear of a High- Church- Man, that ſwounded 
and died away at the News of that Prince's Death, as Mr. 
Geery the Presbyterian did. 13. We have heard of High- 
Church-Men Plotters againſt King Wiliam's Life: But 
were they all eaſy under the Uſurper, when Eight Presþy- 
terian Miniſters were ſent to the Tower for Plotting for the 
King; and one of them Mr. Love) with a Gentleman, was 
Beheaded? 14 Did not theſe Presbyterians begin and accom- 
Pliſh the Reſtoration of King Charles II? But J am afraid, 
Gentlemen,of tiring, you with particulars. How little have 
you heard of theſe things from thePulpir! But you ſee ſome» 
thing by experience, how much the Innocent are aſperſed 
and Calumniated; and that, by thoſe that profeſs them- 
ſelves ordain'd to Peach againſt the Father of Lies and Ly- 
ers. If auy Seutleman deſires any more Hiſtory of this Na- 
ture, l wou'd only remit him to the very Learned Bochart's 
Letter to Dr. Morley, at the End of his Geographia Sacra ; 
where he may ſee alſo how Scotland, and the French Divines, 
andGeneva herſelf,acquitted themſelves upon that mournful 
occaſion. There I conteſs I found manyParticulars l had nev- 
er heard of before. But yet thought it ſtrange that a French 
Divine muſt be put to the trouble of rehearſing ſo many 
Heads in the Presbyserian V ind ication, which that Exgliſb Di- 
vine ſhou'd have known beforezor knowiuꝑ, ſhouꝰd not have 
Extorted ſuch a Letter. But the French man has aſſurance e- 
nongh to tell him; Neg, enim ignoras rem plan aliter ſe habere, 

Well then, Gentlemen, We will not be Aſhamed of our 
Name, as ſuppoſing any Diſloyalty is Comprehended in it; 
tho? I confeſs, that was once to me a great Prejudice againſt 
the Name; But it is but a Vapour. Perhaps, it may be 
proved that the Presbyterians were, in thoſe perillous times, 
the moſt Loyal Subjects; and then we have there a Conhr- 
mation of our Thirteenth Article. 

You have thus ſeen, Gentlemen, the Principles of Pres- 
byterians.You are Strangers to their Publick Worſhip.Shou'd 
you come there, how can they take it ill, that caſt you off 
as Falſe-Brethren, and Vote you more Dangerous than the 
Presbyterians themſelves ! Our Aſſemblies are more hated 


than Idol-Temples, the Chappels of Rome. But, alas! What 


have we there, but what is tor the Subſtance of it, allow'd 
| in 
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in your Pariſh-Churches ? Have we reading of Scriptures ? 
So have you. Have we ſometimes Expoſitions of the Scrip- 
tures Read? Why not? As well as the Excellent Herbert 
Expound the Church- Offices and Service in his Pariſh by 
Salisbury? And as divers Divines Expound the Catechiſm! 
I ſuppoſe there are many Living; that have often heard 
the late Eminent Biſhop of Briſtol, Expound his Second 
Leſſon, on a Lords-day ia the Afternoon, in Oxford. Have 
we Preaching? So have you. Have we free, uapreſcribed 
Prayer before Sermon? So have you, or had you, I have of- 
ten heard it. Biſhops have oft ſo Pray'd. Have we Cate» 
chiſing of Youth, with Expoſitioa of the Catechiſm ? So 
have you in ſome Places. I have often been ſo Catechiz'd by 
a Worthy Doctor. Have we Singing of Pſalms? So have 


have you, All the Portions of our Religious Worſhip, are 
acknowledged by your Selves; aud muit needs be Reaſon» 
able, if appointed by Gd. 

Do you ask me then wherein and wherefore we ſo Solli- 
citouſly withdraw from the Eſtabliſhed Church? Or what 
is there, almoſt, in all this Deſcription, that may not agree 
to one of that Church! Alaſs! Gentlemen! Why ſhou'd 
you lead me into Controverſy ? You are not accuſtom'd to 
it, you have been addicted to your Eaſe and Mirth, or, it 
may be, to Political Studies, aud wou'd think it ſtrange, 
to hear our Eccletiaſtical Cauſes and Enquiries reported. 
Sad It is, that we have ſuch Theological Wars! But was 
can help it! Sad it is, that you ſhou'd be prejudic'd agaiuſt 
Religion, by the vexatious Contentions of them that are ta 
Preach it! We were long ago foretold that offences wou'd 
come, and they have riſen ia abundance, You have ſeen 
them, felt them. O that our Gentlemen had more of the 
Divine, to judge in our Controverſies! And the Divines 
more of the Gentleman, to be condeſcending, courteous and 
obliging to each other, and to cut off, as far as may be, all 
occaſious of mutual Offence. 


Having reported ſo much of the Poſitive and Primary 


parts of Presbyterian Religion, why may I not ſtop there! 

- Why ſhou'd 1 trouble you, Geatlemen, with that, that is 
hut either Negative, or Appendage thereto? in other things 
we are Paſſive; and put upon the Care of keeping Religi- 
on 
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on nndefiled, and delivering Divine Inſtitutions to Poſtes 


rity, in the plain and Humble Dreſs, in which they were 


Deliver'd either by the Lord himſelf, or by thoſe that were 


Commiſſion d by Him. Bot how that was, perhaps you have 


not much conſulted. Have you diligently ſtudied thoſe. 
Scriptures by which you and we, and all our Controverſies. 


are to be judged ! May we addreſs our ſelves to you, with 
the ſame Satisfaction, the Great Apoſtle did to the Prince, 
whom he thus accoſts, I think my ſelf Happy, King Aptippa, 


becauſe I ſhall Anſwer for my ſelf this Day, before thee, touching 


x 


all the things, whereof I am accuſed of the Jews: w ya. be- 


are among the Jews ? Will you pleaſe to Pardon, good Gen- 
tlemen, ſuch homely Queſtions! You are yet known to us 
only by Name. We ſhall rejoyce to ſee you acquainted with 
eur Lord, with his Laws, and with the Judge of our Cone 
troverſies (which Proteſtants, againſt the Papiſts, ſay, is 
the Holy Bible) whether you judge for us or no. | 


Or, having been ſo long alienated from us, are you wil- 


ling to have time allow'd,in order to acquire ſuch prepara» 
tory Diſpoſitions, as ſome may reckoa needful to a Critical 
Judgment in our Caſe! Such an inſight into the Holy Ora» 
cles; an awful Regard to the Authority and Faithfulneſs 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus, a ſuitable Saviour and Reliſh of Divine 
and Spiritual Things, A fingle Deſire to ſerve the Eternal 
Majeſty moſt agreeably ro his own Pleaſure. An Humble 
Behicf and fear of Divine jealouſy. A Love of pure, untain- 
ted Religion. A Concern for the Peace and Healing of the 
Churches. Let us wait then for an improvement in pheſe 
Endowments; and then we may hope for ſome candid Au- 
dience,and perhaps, ſome Cure of our Dangerous Breaches, 
In the mean time, Gentlemen, why ſhou'd we trouble 
yon with impertinent Queſtions about ſuch things as are 
calld, Frames of Church Government, Liturgies and Cere- 
monies ! Wherefore ſhou'd your Eaſe and Pleaſure be di- 
ſturbed by ſuch odd, uncouth Diſquiſitions as theſe. What 
is the Divine Inſtitution of Proviacial Churches,with their 
Heads and Inſpectors, Arch-Biſhops? Or what is the Di» 
vine Inſtitution of Dioceſan Churches and their Gover- 
nours, the Dioceſan Biſhops ? Or of ſuch Presbyters, that are 
but as Curates to ſuch Biſhops, acting for them becauſe 
| they 
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| they cantiot diſcharge the Service, that is to be done iu 


the ſeveral parts and Pariſhes of the Dioceſan Church? Or 
of ſuch Deacons, that are not ordain'd to, never undertook 
to diſcharge ſuch Deaconſhip, as is appointed, Att. 6. Or 
of the Epiſcopal Courts, and the ſeveral Officers and Offi- 
ces belonging thereto ? Alas! We may, at preſent, throw 
away theſe and twenty more ſtrange, unprofitable Qneſti- 
ons that will but perplex theEnquirer and ingenderstrifes. 

Are you willing to Plead, Gentlemen, that you are Pre- 
byteri ant in Name only? And that violently attributed, 
not voluntarily aſſum'd. Let it be ſo. Vet is it not then ten 
Thouſand pities, that for declining a Name, you ſhou'd run 
Into apparent Enormities ? That you ſhou'd be forc'd upon 
the Temptation or dreadful Neceſſity of Drinking, Curſing, 
Swearing, Rioting and Revelling ( as it is ſuppos'd ſome 
do)the more Egregiouſly,in order to throw of the Villan- 
ous Name, and demonſtrate to the World, that they are 
no Presbyterians? Alas! Dear Gentlemen! ls it not better 


ten Thouſand times better, to venture upon the Name, yea 


upon all the Names given to an Apoſtleſ while call'd, Peſti- 
lent felow, mover of Sidition, ringleader of a Sect) than thus to 
venture upon practices coufe ſs'd to be notorious Sins, by all 
Churches; and to venture withal upon the Diſpleaſure of 
an Holy God, and upon that Flaming Vengance, that he has 
reſerv'd for thoſe, that (amidit all our Light) will not 
know him, and will not obey his avowed Goſpel : | 

Will you pleaſe to berhink your ſelves, Gentlemen, what 
ſort of Church this is,that thus refuſes you! And of which 
ſuch crimes muſt be the notorious Characteriſtics ? Will 
ſuch a Church, (by whatever Names and Titles it's Dig- 
nify'd aud Diſtiuguiſh'd) be owned by the Holy Gad, or 
by the Holy Head of the Holy Catholick Church ? You, 
can't but be aſſured, that ſuch is not the Church that is 
by Law Eſtabliſhed ; nor, That of which His moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty is the Support and Ornament. | 

And then, Gentlemen, what is this but to cut of all the 
nice Queſtions hinted before, and to reduce all the Con- 
troverſy betwixt the Church and the Presbyterians to one or 
othe: of theſe ſhort Heads (to which indeed, the ſtate of 
the Caſe has been long teading)v:z, Whether there be ſuch 


ous 


we 


65 Aa 


* 
— — — 


( 16) 
ots or no? Or whether there be ſuch a thing as Conſcience; 
and ſuch a Glorious Being as God, the Governour of it? 
You know, Gentlemen, who they are, that Engroſs to 
themſelves the Name of the Church: You know, who they 
are, that have Diſturbd your Habitations, Affronted you 
to your Face, loading you with Opprobrious Names and 
Characters, Voted you out of their Church and the Son- 
ſhip of it. And can that be any great Harm or Grief? Are 
they to be courted or valued, that deliver you up with fo 
much Contempt to the Presbyter:ans? Are they to be E- 
ſteem'd as a Church, or an Honourable Part of it that make 
any Society Scandalous ? Am I bound to cultivate Civil or 
Sacred Society with thoſe that ſcorn Serious Piety ? That 
© deride the moſt unconteſted Offices of Publick or of Dome; 
ſtick Religion ? That encourage Vice and make the way to 
Heaven and Eternal Salvation Reproachfull, Difficult and 
-Pangerous ? 7 Ns | 
| How many things have ye Suffer*da Lees? And is ic 
mot Pity, you fhou'd ſuffet them in vain ? ls it for Religion, while 
you aim to adapt your ſelves to the Humour, or thoſe, that you 
Reckon have none at all? Is it for Presbyterianiſm, which you were 
neither Bred to, nor are acquainted with? O that ic were for ſtrict 
undiſputed pieces of Godlineſs! Certainly, you cou'd not have 
ſuffer d more than you have done, had you ſpent that time in 
the molt Solemn Exerciſes of Religion ( as Serious Prayers and 
Praiſes, Reading of Scriptures and Singing of Pſalms) that has 
been ſpent in Rioting and Drunkenneis, in Chambering and 
Wantonneſs, in Strites and Envies. Then you had had a rich 
| Satisfaction in the Review; and an internal Reward worth Suf- 
1 fering tor. Then alſo, prehaps, you had had the Glorious hopes 
4 of an immortal Recompence in a future World, Ah / When 
{ſhall ir appear that Religion is the beſt Policy? That many are 
Suffering for nothing, or Suffering in the way to Hell, as much 
as others bear in the appointed Path to Unſpezkable, Endleſs Feli- 
city! When ſhall it appear, that inward Piety is not Fancy or 
7 Phanaticiſm ? That Conſcience is Real and indeed Indelible: That 
© _ Honoursare Vain: That Pleaſures are delufive, Fooliſh and ſting- 
ing in the End: That the World is a meer uncertainty : Thar 
'Chriftianity is Noble and Heroic: That we are all haſtning to 
odr Long Home: For retirement to which, that you, Gentlemen, 
|.  , maybe well prepared,is the Beſt Wiſh can be Feſtow / q upon you. 
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